
The Majlis offers a series full day and half day experiences which focus on wellness,
Swahili culture, sports, arts
excursions.

Our guest relations staff and sports coordinator will be happy to
details and to organize tailor
contact them at reception during the day or at the terrace

For ease of reference, the activities have been grouped as follows:

· Fishing
· Boat excursions
· Boat & Mainland Safaris
· Transfer & scenic flights
· Water sports, Snorkeling & Diving
· Fitness, cardio & wellness
· Cultural excursions

offers a series full day and half day experiences which focus on wellness,
arts & crafts as well as environmentally conscious

and sports coordinator will be happy to provide
tailor- made excursions to match your preferences. Please

contact them at reception during the day or at the terrace bar in the evening.

For ease of reference, the activities have been grouped as follows:

& Diving

offers a series full day and half day experiences which focus on wellness,
crafts as well as environmentally conscious

provide more
to match your preferences. Please

bar in the evening.



FISHING

Deep-sea fishing
Deep sea fishing in the Lamu archipelago waters is famous worldwide both for its
variety and for the quantity of sport fish caught, including Marlin (striped, black
and blue), Sailfish, Tuna, Dorado, Wahoo, Barracuda, Giant Trevally and Kingfish.
The best fishing season is from October through to April and is a wonderful way to
spend either a half or full day out on the Indian Ocean. Deep-sea fishing requires 24
hours notice.

Reef and river-creek and fishing
Reef and river-creek fishing in the mangrove channels can be done with traditional
hand lines. Our boat captain will bring you to the best spots in the area. This is a
half day activity.

BOAT EXCURSIONS

Excursion around Lamu Island by boat
Lamu Island is the island facing the Majlis hotel. Depending on weather, the trip
around Lamu Island can be arranged clock wise from the open sea or by following
the channel between the mainland and Lamu Island. The boat will stop on the
beach of Kizingo point. On the way back, there is an option to visit the Matondoni
or Kipungani villages.

The trip is typically organized by speed boat but our dhow sailing boat can also be
used. This is a half day trip and can take up to 3-4 hours. The Majlis will provide for
a speed boat with captain and drinks. A barbeque lunch can also be arranged at
your request.

Excursion around Manda Island by boat
This is a half day trip on the other side of the island with stop-over in Manda Toto, a
small island made up of sand off Manda Island. Access to the other side of Manda
Island is possible by navigating into a narrow mangrove channel on the west coast
of the island. The excursion can be organized with a speed boat or by dhow.

This is a half day trip and can take 3-4 hours depending on the stops. The Majlis will
provide for a speed boat with captain and drinks. A barbeque lunch can also be
arranged at your request.

Excursion to Kiwayu Island by boat
Kiwayu is a small island in the north eastern part of the Lamu Archipelago, situated
in the Kiunga Marine Reserve. The main attraction on Kiwayu is the tidal pools and
snorkeling/diving pools located on the eastern side of the island. We can organize a
boat trip to the island with picnic lunch. This is a full day trip and it takes about 1
hour & 1/2 one way by boat. Fishing can also be organized on the way to Kiwayu.



BEACH AND BUSH SAFARIS

Game drive safari to Lake Kenyatta
The Majlis is ideally located to offer you the best of Kenya’s beach & bush without
having to commute too far during your holidays. Across from Lamu Island, on the
mainland, lies Lake Kenyatta, an area of pristine indigenous bush, rich in wildlife,
including zebra, topi, hippo, waterbuck, buffalo, warthog, elephant and other
seasonal game. The Majlis offers a half day safari with a guide from Kenya’s
Wildlife Service. Depending on the tide level, it is possible to organize the trip in the
early morning or late afternoon. Departure is from the hotel by boat to reach
Kenya’s mainland (15-30 minutes depending on the tide level) and then by Jeep (15-
40 minutes) to reach Lake Kenyatta and the wildlife area. This trip is for maximum 4
persons and requires 24 hours notice.

Excursion to Tana River delta by boat
The Tana River starts its long journey on the slopes of Mt Kenya and meets the
Indian Ocean just south of Lamu in a magnificent River Delta, teeming with birdlife
and game. Considered to be one of Kenya's great coastal wilderness, it is a wildlife
refuge and a particularly important site for thousands of breeding birds. The river
boasts more than 40 recorded fish species and this rich environment is a haven for
elephant, lion, buffalo, crocodile and over 800 hippos. The Majlis offers a fantastic
day trip to into the Delta, by boat from the hotel to the River (1 hour & ½ one way)
and includes fishing on the estuary, fascinating bird and animal watching with a
qualified guide and a visit to the historical Town of Kipini. The trip is for maximum
6 people.

TRANSFER & SCENIC FLIGHTS

Lamu can be reached by air from Kenya’s main airports, namely: Nairobi, Mombasa
and Malindi. All flights land on Manda Island, just across the channel from Lamu.
The Majlis organizes tailor-made pick-ups from Kenya’s main airports for those
guests wishing to save time or avoid having to fly to Lamu with local commercial
airplanes. Daily flight trips can also be pre-booked to exclusive destinations in
Kenya along the coast or in game parks.

Scenic flights are highly recommended as small planes can fly over beautiful
stretches of undisturbed beaches, thick mangrove forests, remote islands, or the
bush where wildlife can be spotted. Most popular scenic flights are those to Kiwayu
Island and a sunset flight over the Tana River delta. Please ask reception for more
details.

Please note that we may require up to 48 hours notice to book the planes.



WATERSPORTS & SNORKELING

The Majlis offers a full range of water sports. The calm waters off the Ras Kitau bay
and the Takwa mangrove creek behind the hotel are ideal for water-skiing, wake-
boarding and doughnut rides. The Majlis has two speed boats specifically dedicated
for these activities.

Waterskiing & wakeboarding
Depending on the tide level and wind direction, waterskiing is possible in the Ras
Kitau bay or in the mangrove channel (Takwa creek) which is just 5 minutes away.
We have a range of water-skis and wakeboards both for adults and children.

Windsurfing & Kite-surfing
Windsurfing & kite-surfing is possible on the seafront of the hotel in the Ras Kitau
bay. Our captains are available to set-up the equipment and will be on duty to help
our guests. We also offer windsurfing and kite-surfing lessons with a professional
instructor.

Sailing with lasers in the Ras Kitau bay
The Majlis has on offer two sailing boats of type laser which can be used all day
long in front of the hotel. Maximum capacity for each laser is 3 people. If needed,
our captains can provide for sailing lessons for beginners.

Sailing with the dhow
Sailing is organized on our Mozambique-styled dhow which can carry up to 8
people. A captain is required to sail this boat. Sailing can be done in the bay, but
also in the mangrove channels, or around Lamu & Manda islands. We can also
organize a half day trip with a picnic lunch or sailing in the late afternoon to enjoy
the sunset while sipping a nice cocktail drink.

Snorkeling & Diving
The Lamu archipelago offers some of the finest snorkeling & diving in the Indian
Ocean to explore untouched coral reefs and discover an astounding array of exotic
marine wildlife. Daily excursions are organized on our motor boats to a destination
of your choosing, including a picnic lunch on an isolated beach. Two of the most
highly recommended sites are Kiniyka Island (30 minutes south-east of Lamu) and
Manda Toto Island (40 minutes north of Manda Island).

Kayaking
The Majlis has on offer two wooden canoes and also a single and a double fiberglass
kayak which can be used on the seafront of the hotel or in the mangrove creek. The
mangrove is a fascinating place to explore and encounter many species of colorful
birds and fish. If you wish to engage into an adventurous paddling tour, we
recommend a tour at high tide from the seafront of the hotel to the pontoon in the
mangroves or vice versa. Estimated time for this adventurous trip is 30-45 minutes.



FITNESS, CARDIO & WELLNESS

Beach and cross-country jogging
For our active guests, jogging can be done on the beach seafront or on the back of
the hotel where there are several tracks. Depending on the level of fitness, we
recommend two jogging trips, one to the coral quarry of Timboni (6-7 kms or about
40 minutes) and the second one to the Takwa ruins (10-12 kms or about 1 hour and
20 minutes). A personal trainer is available, if required, to accompany our guests.

Mountain biking
The Majlis has several mountain bikes which can be used all day long by our guests.
From the back of the hotel, there is a dirt road that leads to the coral quarry of
Timboni (6-7 kms) and also to the Takwa ruins (10-12 kms). If requested, our sports
coordinator is available to accompany our guests on the trip.

Swimming
Swimming can be done in the two pools of the hotel or in Ras Kitau bay. For guests
who wish for some adventure, we recommend to swim from the hotel across the
channel to the beach of Shela village on Lamu Island. The distance is about 800
meters and estimated time is 20-25 minutes depending on the current in the
channel. One of our boats can follow the swimmer(s) to the other side and provide
transport back to the hotel.

Gym
The Majlis has two gyms, one located close to the pool bar with several fitness
machines (runner, exercise bike, multi-functional equipment) and one in the garden
called “the Jungle gym”. The gyms offer a wide variety of equipment to exercise the
whole body and are popular with both adults and children (over 6 years of age)
who want to stay active all day long.

Massage
We offer a range of massages which include basic massage, energetic massage and
facial treatments. The treatments range from 30 minutes to 50 minutes depending
on the massage chosen. The massage can be organized in the room or in the
massage banda located on the beach seafront.



CULTURAL EXCURSIONS

Lamu is an Indian Ocean destination with an important history and culture. We
enclose the main highlights followed by a description of each excursion.

• Lamu Archipelago
 Lamu Town is a UNESCO World Heritage site
 Oldest and best preserved “living” Swahili settlement in East Africa
 There are more historical sites and monuments than the whole East Africa

combined
• Several museums to visit
• On Manda island, you can visit the Takwa ruins
• On Pate Island, you can visit Siyu Fort and the Shanga ruins



Trip to Lamu Town
Lamu Old Town was inscribed as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO's World
Heritage Centre in December 2001. UNESCO describes it as: “The oldest and best-
preserved Swahili settlement in East Africa, retaining its traditional functions. Built in coral
stone and mangrove timber, the Town is characterized by the simplicity of structural forms
enriched by such features as inner courtyards, verandas and elaborated carved wooden
doors”. Most important attractions are the fishing and vegetable markets, Lamu
Fort, Lamu Museum and the whole stone Town. This is a half day trip to be
organized preferably in the morning when there is a lot of activity in the local
markets. A guide will be available to show the Town and accompany our guests.

Trip to Matondoni village on Lamu Island
Matondoni is a local fishing village and dhow building site. The village is located on
the western side of Lamu Island, about 8 kms from Lamu Town. The village is
famous for traditional handicrafts such as weaving straw mats of palm leaves and
making ropes of coconut. The excursion can be organized as a half day trip and it
can be done by motor-boat or on our traditional Mozambique-style dhow sailing
boat. This is a half day trip and it can be combined with a visit to Lamu Town.

Trip to Takwa Ruins on Manda Island
The Takwa settlement is situated on the south side of Manda Island, in the Lamu
District. It was founded around year 1500, and abandoned around 1700. The Great
Mosque at Takwa is relatively well preserved. The other structure remaining of
importance is the Pillar Tomb, which has an inscription with the date of 1681-1682.
It is reported that when Takwa was abandoned, its inhabitants settled just across the
bay at Shela on Lamu Island. This is a half day trip and it can be organized by speed
boat and by dhow (30 minutes), depending on the tide level. For those wishing to be
more active and do some sports, we organize also a mountain bike trip to Takwa
from the hotel (about 10 kms one-way) which takes about 30-40 minutes one way.

Trip to Pate Island
Pate Island is the largest island in the Lamu Archipelago and it lies between the
island of Manda and Kiwayu. Main attractions in Pate Island are Faza Town, Pate
Town, Siyu Fort and the archeological site of Shanga.

Faza Town, on the North coast, dates back to the 13th C, when it was almost
destroyed by the Pate army. It was resettled and then dealt the same blow in 1587
by the Portuguese. Faza is now a modern Town and the central administrative
center for Pate Island.

Pate Town is situated on the South-West coast of the island. The Town of Pate was
founded by refugees from Oman in the 8th century and re-founded by members of
the Nabahani family, also from Oman, in 1204. The 18th century was known as the
"Golden Age of Pate", when the Town was at its height of powers and also
prospered in fine arts. Builders constructed some of the finest houses on the East
Africa coast, with extensive elaborate plaster works. The downfall of Pate Town
came as a consequence of continuous quarreling/warring with its neighbors from



the end of the 18th century. In 1813 the famous "Battle of Shela" took place at Shela.
This was an attempt by Pate, allied with the Mazrui clan from Mombasa/Oman, to
subject Lamu. The attempt completely failed and many were killed. Only a handful
of people managed to return to Pate, and their losses were felt for years. By 1892 the
number of inhabitants had fallen to only 300, down from 7000. Agriculture and
fishing are the main economic activities of the day.

Siyu Fort is located on Pate Island, at a point opposite Siyu Town across the tidal
channel, which bisects the island at high water. It lies some 25 km to the north east
of Lamu Town and can be reached by boat from Lamu, up a long mangrove lined
creek which is only navigable at high tide. Siyu is the only Town that built an
“incredible” fort of its own, unlike Mombasa and Lamu where the forts were
erected by foreigners.

Shanga is an important archaeological site, situated on the South-East coast of the
island. It was excavated during an eight year period, starting in 1980. The earliest
settlement was dated to the eight century, and the conclusion drawn from
archeological evidence (locally minted coins, burials) indicate that a small number
of local inhabitants were Muslim, probably from the late eight century onwards,
and at least from the early ninth. Shanga was abandoned between 1400-1425. This is
a full day trip and must be planned at high tide. A cooler box with drinks and lunch
will be organized.


